DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BOARD OF ELECTIONS

NOTICE OF FINAL RULEMAKING
The District of Columbia Board of Elections, pursuant to the authority set forth in The District of Columbia Election Code of 1955, approved August 12, 1955, as amended (69 Stat. 699; D.C. Official Code § 1-1001.05(a)(14) (2014 Repl.)), hereby gives notice of final rulemaking action to adopt amendments to Chapter 30, “Campaign Finance Operations,” Chapter 34, “Campaign Finance Recordkeeping,” Chapter 36, “District of Columbia Senator and Representative,” Chapter 37, “Investigations and Hearings,” Chapter 38, “Legal Defense Committees,” Chapter 39, “Campaign Finance Operations: Inaugural Committees,”  Chapter 40, “Campaign Finance Operations: Transition Committees,” and Chapter 41, “Campaign Finance Operations: Exploratory Committees”, of Title 3 (Elections and Ethics) of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations (DCMR).

These amendments would place the Board’s regulations into conformity with the Campaign Finance Reform and Transparency Act of 2013, effective February 22, 2014 (D.C. Law 20-0079; 61 DCR 153 (January 10, 2014)) (the “Act”).  
A Notice of Emergency and Proposed Rulemaking with respect to these amendments was published in the D.C. Register on January 16, 2015, at 62 DCR 000664.  No written comments on the proposed rules were received during the public comment period, and no substantive changes have been made to the regulations as proposed.  

The Board adopted these rules as final at a regular meeting on Wednesday, March 4, 2015 and they will become effective immediately upon publication.
Chapter 36 of Title 3 DCMR is amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

CHAPTER 36 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVE

3600
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA STATEHOOD FUNDS

3601
STATEHOOD FUND PETTY CASH

3602
APPLICABILITY

3603
DISSOLUTION OF STATEHOOD FUND

3604
PENALTIES

3600
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA STATEHOOD FUNDS
3600.1
The D.C. Senator or Representative (Senator or Representative) may establish a District of Columbia Statehood Fund (Statehood Fund) to support the purposes and operations of the public office of a Senator or Representative, which may include:

(a)
Office expenses; and

(b)
Staff salaries; provided, that the Senator and Representative shall receive compensation no greater than that of the Chairman of the Council.

3600.2
The Senator and Representative shall be prohibited from expending monies from the Statehood fund for:

(a)
Promoting or opposing any political party or committee; or

(b)
Promoting or opposing the nomination, election, or recall of any individual to or from public office.

3600.3
To finance the Statehood Fund, each Senator and Representative may solicit and receive the following contributions:

(a)
Services;

(b)
Monies;

(c)
Gifts;

(d)
Endowments;

(e)
Donations; and

(f)
Bequests.

3600.4
Except for any monies included in annual Congressional appropriations, all contributions shall be deposited in the respective District of Columbia Statehood Fund for each Senator and Representative.

3600.5
Each Senator and Representative shall designate one or more District of Columbia federally chartered depository institutions, including a national bank, which is insured by either:

(a)
The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation;

(b)
The Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation; or

(c)
The National Credit Union Administration.
3600.6
Each Senator or Representative may establish more than one (1) account at any depository; provided, that at least one (1) checking account shall be maintained at one (1) depository.

3600.7
Each Senator and Representative may designate a financial officer to manage the Statehood fund; provided that the Senator and Representative shall remain solely responsible for the lawful administration of the Statehood Fund.

3600.8
Within ten (10) days of assuming office, each Senator and Representative shall file a Statement of Information (Statement), on a form prescribed by the Director, regarding the Statehood Fund.

3600.9
The statement shall include: 

(a)
The name, home, and office address of the respective Senator or Representative;

(b)
The names and addresses of all Statehood Fund depositories;

(c)
The names and account numbers of all Statehood Fund depository accounts;

(d)
The names, titles, addresses, and phone numbers of each person authorized to make withdrawals or payments out of Statehood fund accounts;

(e)
The name, address, and phone number of the Statehood Fund financial officer, or any designated agent; and

(f)
The name, address, and phone number of the custodian of books and records.

3601
STATEHOOD FUND PETTY CASH

3601.1

A Senator or Representative may establish a petty cash fund, the monies for which shall be derived from the Statehood Fund.

3601.2

A Senator or Representative shall maintain the petty cash fund and records in accordance with § 3010 of Chapter 30 of this title.

3602
APPLICABILITY

3602.1
Each Senator and Representative shall electronically file Periodic Reports of Receipts and Expenditures (R&E Reports) for each Statehood Fund in accordance with §§ 3006 and 3008 of Chapter 30 of this title.

3602.3
Each Senator and Representative (or, if the Senator or Representative is unavailable, the designated agent as listed on the Statement of Information filed under § 3600.8) shall electronically verify for each R&E Report by oath or affirmation, subject to penalties of perjury, that reasonable due diligence was exercised in the preparation of the report, and that the report is true and complete to the best of the filer’s knowledge. 
3602.3
Each Senator and Representative shall maintain their records in accordance with Chapter 34 of this title.

3602.4

Within this title, each Senator and Representative shall be subject to the following provisions:

(a)
Limitations on contributions, pursuant to § 3011 of Chapter 30 of this title;

(b)
Limitations on constituent-service programs, pursuant to § 3014 of Chapter 30 of this title; and
(c)
Prohibition on use of government resources for campaign-related activities, pursuant to § 3301 of Chapter 33 of this title.

3603
DISSOLUTION OF STATEHOOD FUND

3603.1
A Senator or Representative shall dissolve the respective Statehood Fund in accordance with § 3016 of Chapter 30 of this title.

3603.2
A Senator or Representative shall disburse any surplus funds remaining in the respective Statehood Fund in accordance with § 3015 of Chapter 30 of this title.

3604
PENALTIES

3604.1

Penalties for any violations of this chapter shall be imposed pursuant to § 3711.2 of Chapter 37 of this title.

4

