DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BOARD OF ELECTIONS
NOTICE OF FINAL RULEMAKING
The District of Columbia Board of Elections, pursuant to the authority set forth in D.C. Official Code § 1-1001.05(a)(14), hereby gives notice of final rulemaking action to adopt amendments to the following chapters of Title 3, “Elections and Ethics”, of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations (DCMR): Chapter 30, “Campaign Finance Operations”; Chapter 31, “Lobbying”; Chapter 32, “Financial Disclosure”; Chapter 33, “Conflict of Interest and Use of Government Resources for Campaign-Related Purposes”; Chapter 36,  “D.C. Senator and Representative”; Chapter 37, “Investigations and Hearings”; Chapter 38, “Legal Defense Committees”; Chapter 39, “Campaign Finance Operations: Inaugural Committees”; Chapter 40, “Campaign Finance Operations: Transition Committees”;  Chapter 41, “Campaign Finance Operations: Exploratory Committees”; and Chapter 99, “Definitions.”   
These amendments place the Board’s regulations into conformity with the Board of Ethics and Government Accountability Establishment and Comprehensive Ethics Reform Amendment Act of 2011, enacted February 27, 2012 (D.C. Act 19-318; D.C. Official Code § 1-1161.01 et seq. (2012 Supp.)). 
A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking with respect to these amendments was published in the D.C. Register on June 14, 2013, at 60 DCR 8984.  No written comments on the proposed rules were received during the public comment period, and no substantive changes have been made to the regulations as proposed.  The Board took final rulemaking action with respect to these amendments at a regular meeting on Wednesday, August 7, 2013.
These final rules will become effective upon publication of this notice in the D.C. Register.
Chapter 33 of Title 3 of the DCMR is amended in its entirety to read as follows:
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3301
PROHIBITION ON USE OF GOVERNMENT RESOURCES FOR CAMPAIGN-RELATED PURPOSES
 3301.1
No District of Columbia government resources shall be used to support or oppose any of the following:

(a)
A candidate for elected office, whether partisan or nonpartisan; or

(b)
An initiative, referendum, or recall measure, or a charter amendment referendum.

3301.2
Resources of the District of Columbia government shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

(a)
The personal services of employees during their hours of work; and

(b)
Nonpersonal services.

3301.3
Nonpersonal services shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

(a)
Supplies;

(b)
Materials;

(c)
Equipment;

(d)
Office space;

(e)
Facilities; and

(f)
Utilities, for example, telephone, gas, and electric services.
3301.4
Notwithstanding the prohibition set forth in § 3301.3, the following public officials may, as part of their official duties, express their views on a District of Columbia election:

(a)
The Mayor;

(b)
The Chairman of the Council;

(c)
Each Member of the Council;

(d)
The President of the State Board of Education; and

(e)
Each Member of the State Board of Education.
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3305.1
Any person subject to this chapter may request a written interpretative opinion concerning the application of the Act, and Chapters 30-41 of this title.

3305.2
The request shall be addressed to the Director in writing.

3305.3
Each request shall contain the following:

(a) The full name and address of the requestor;

(b) A query as to an application of the Act, and Chapters 30-41 of this title, solely with respect to an actual or potential event concerning a specific or general transaction or activity of the person;

(c)
Any related documentation.

3305.4
The Director shall notify the requestor in writing of the acceptance of each request.

3305.5
The Director shall respond in writing to each request within thirty (30) days after it has been accepted for review by the Office of Campaign Finance.

3305.6
If the requestor disagrees with the interpretative opinion issued by the Director, the requestor may request an advisory opinion from the Board of Elections, pursuant to Chapter 3 of this title.
3306
PENALTIES

3306.1
Penalties for any violations of this chapter shall be imposed pursuant to § 3711 of Chapter 37 of this title.
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